
 

 

Girl Scouts of San Gorgonio Council 

Desert Connections 

 

The Living Desert Patch Program 
 

 

 

Purpose:  This patch program will provide a learning experience through which the girls will 

  establish an appreciation and awareness of our unique desert environment.  

 

Requirements: Complete all four requirements to earn the patch. A visit to The Living Desert in Palm Desert is required. This patch 

is recommended for third grade Brownie Girl Scouts or older. 

 

Before going to the Living Desert: 

 

1. Read and discuss with your troop, the history of the Coachella Valley and the Cahuilla 

Indians. 

 

History of Coachella Valley: 

http://www.ci.rancho-mirage.ca.us/pag/hp/File/Historic%20Context.pdf 

www.coachella.org/history.htm 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coachella_Valley 

 

               History of the Cahuilla Indians: 

        http://www.manataka.org/page550.html 

        http://www.palmsprings.com/history/indian.html 

        http://www.xeri.com/Moapa/cahuilla1.htm 

        http://www.kidinfo.com/American_History/Native_Americans.html 

        http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cahuilla  

 

2. Review the history of the living desert 

http://www.livingdesert.org/about_us/history.asp 

 

At the Living Desert 

 

3. Visit the Living Desert, take the guided or self-guided tour (guided is recommended) and 

discuss: 

 

a) What is the difference between The Living Desert and a Zoo? 

b) What endangered species did you see? What is being done to protect these animals? What can we do to help? 

c) What non-releasable animals did you see? What is the difference between non-releasable animals and 

endangered species (vanishing animals)? 

d) What is a bird of prey and how are they different from other birds? What is the difference between a Burrowing 

Owl, Great Horned Owl, and Red Tail Hawk? 

e) What is an Antelope Ground Squirrel? 

f) What is a sand dune? Why is it important to preserve and protect these areas? What can you do to protect the 

fragile desert environment? 

 

After your visit. 

 

4. Using the map of The Living Desert, review the sites you visited and discuss some of the things you learned. 

 

Group Rates: 

 

 See website for current information and hours. 

 http://www.livingdesert.org/  
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After completing the requirements, you may purchase the patch through the council shop.  

 

 

Journeys this program relates to are: 

It’s your planet-Save it! 

It’s your World-Change it! 

It’s you’re your story-Tell it! 

 

 

Individual badges for age levels include: 

Brownie age level badge: Pets 

Junior age level badge: Animal Habitats 

Cadet age level badge: Animal Helpers 

Senior age level badge: Voice for Animals 


