
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

California Desert National Monument 
Girl Scout Patches 
Girl Scouts are invited to participate in a variety of existing, organized educational or service 
projects at the national monuments, or design their own experience or project to align 
with Journey work, badge activities, or a Take Action or Highest Award project.  These patches may 
also be earned by Girl Scouts by doing the activities for each patch including the one that is 
mandatory.  There are four (4) possible patches to earn in the series.  Girls and Adults of all ages 
may earn the patches; the depth of the learning and conversations would vary based on the age of 
the girls.  The main patch is about the National Monuments generally and then each of the smaller 
strip patches (rockers) are designed around each of the different National Monuments in our local 
area:  Mojave Trails National Monument; Sand to Snow National Monument, and Castle Mountains 
National Monument.   
 
“California Desert National Monument” Patch Requirements: 
Earned online or by visiting a national park or monument. 

• Learn about the National Parks Service.  Who they are, what they do, when they were founded 
and why they were founded. 

• Discover what a National Monument is and where in California they are located. 
• Find out about the type of jobs and volunteer opportunities in the National Monument and 

Parks. 
• Share what you learned about the National Parks and California National Monuments with a 

friend or family member. 
• Imagine yourself in a park or national monument.  Select the next California National 

Monument or another National Park or Monument to visit and start planning your trip including 
brainstorming activities that you might want to experience while there. 

• Unearth one thing you can do to protect the national parks and monuments and help the 
National Park Service. 

 
Three Monument Specific Patch Requirements 
Earned by visiting the specific National Monuments; plan and implement a trip to one of our local area 
National Monuments:  Mojave Trails, Sand to Snow, or Castle Mountains.  Then do the following: 

• Participant in a organized education or service project at the National Monument 
Or 
• Express yourself!  Find a spot that inspires you and write, draw, or create art. 

https://www.nps.gov/findapark/index.htm
http://www.girlscouts.org/en/our-program/journeys.html
http://forgirls.girlscouts.org/home/badgeexplorer/
http://www.girlscouts.org/en/for-girls.html
http://www.girlscouts.org/en/our-program/highest-awards.html


• Learn about the monument you are visiting some suggested focuses to learn about: 
o At Mojave Trails learn about the desert: 

 Learn about the weather found in the desert and how it affects the landscape and 
how to protect yourself from the elements, flashfloods, and other weather 
experiences. 

 Learn about the animals found in the area you are traveling before you go and 
watch for evidence of animals such as tracks, scat, or eaten plants. 

 Discuss endangered animals with an adult and find out which ones live in this 
area. 

 Discover what it means to be a native plant species and watch for native and 
non-native plants on your trip. 

o   At Sand to Snow discover 
 Learn about the Pacific Crest Trail.  Where does it start?  Where does it end?  

How long would it take to walk the whole thing?  Consider finding a story about 
someone who did that. 

 Use a map and find the part of the Pacific Crest Trail that is in this National 
Monument.   

 Discover what adaptions plants and animals have in order to survive at the 
different elevations of the Sand to Snow Monument. 

 Talk with an adult partner about safety precautions to take based upon the 
elevation and how you can adapt to stay cool, dry, happy, and healthy. 

o At Castle Mountains explore 
 Discuss safety concerns before you go and plan ahead. 
 Discover the progression of human history in this area.  You will find elements of 

Native American, Western American, and mining histories as you enjoy the park. 
 Learn more of the history of the different people who inhabited this land over the 

years and how they interacted with the land. 
 Learn more about the type of plants and animals native to this monument and 

how humans through history have incorporated them into their daily lives. 
• Be a Good Stewart of the Environment.  Find a service project to make the park more beautiful 

anything from picking up trash to helping with programs or trails.  
• Share the experience!  Share your experience with family and friends.  If you have parent 

permission share your best pictures on Instagram and Twitter using #gsoutdoors (don’t forget 
to tag @GirlScouts) and you can be part of the largest Girl Scout photo collage in the world!

 


