
California Native Plant Patch Program  
Relates to: It’s your Planet-Love It!  & It’s your World-Change it! 

Discover: 

By completing this patch program you will learn about specific plant life that is surrounding you here in 

Southern California. You have a unique opportunity to discover things here that are only found in five 

places in the world, one being California. You can DISCOVER native plants, what invasive species are 

threatening our unique ecosystems, and how to preserve and protect our native species.  

Connect: 

You will learn to connect with local organizations such as the National Garden Club, Bureau of Land 

Management, local conservation groups, native plant societies, and horticultural professionals and so 

on.  

Take Action: 

You can Take Action to make a difference by learning about native plants and how to protect and 

preserve them. You will be encouraged to spread the word and share information with agencies, 

schools, church, park systems, and your community about the important conservations lessons you will 

learn.  

You may want to establish a beauty spot in your community such as a public garden that consists of 

native California plants and explains and educates people about the benefits of various species.  

  

1) Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area protects the greatest expanse of the 

Mediterranean ecosystem in the National Park Service. The Mediterranean climate is 

characterized by hot, dry summers and relatively mild, wet winters. This unique 

ecosystem is found in only four other places in the world. Central Chile, southwestern 

Australia, southern Africa and the Mediterranean Basin in Europe.  It comprises 

approximately 2% of the world’s landforms. The park is home to 26 distinct natural 

communities, from freshwater aquatic habitats and coastal lagoons to oak woodlands, 



valley oak savanna and chaparral. It is a critical haven for more than 450 animal species 

and 25 rare, threatened or endangered species.  

 

a) Find at least 5 plants that are native to your local community of Southern California.  

b) Determine whether any of them appear on the EXTINCT, ENDANGERED, THREATENED, RARE 

or RECOVERED lists.  

c) What is Tamarisk? Look on Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tamarisk and write a 

paragraph about how Tamarisk came to be so prevalent in California.  

d) What non-native plants are threatening Zuma Canyon? 

e) What non-native plants are threatening the waterways in Coachella Valley? 

f) Can you find any other areas in southern California threatened by non-native plants? 

 

2) Restoration is a critical element of re-establishing damaged environments to a native 

state and increasing biodiversity in native plants. 

 

a) Research at least 2 organizations or companies in southern California that are threatening 

native plant life through modern progression.  

b) Research at least 2 organizations or companies in southern California that are restoring 

native plant life to California.  

c) Research what is happening in your local area about restoring native plant life to the local 

area. How can you help in this effort?  

d) What is Vector Control and how does it play a part in this issue? Research Vector Control at 

the following site http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vector_control.  Now explain how native 

plant life plays a part in vector control.  

 

3) Low water landscaping is an important part of conservation in Southern California. 

  
 

a) What are the benefits of low water native landscaping? 

b) What type of landscaping is in your yard? Your school yard? Your community’s public 

landscaping on the streets and county buildings? 

c) What native plants are attractive to you for landscaping? Make a map of your idea for a 

garden for your public streets or community buildings.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tamarisk
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vector_control


 

4) Conservation starts with each of us. Most people can get excited about saving the 

environment if they can actually see and appreciate what saving the environment does 

locally. 

 

a) Take a hike in a National Park or one of our great city parks. Notice the native wildlife and 

plants. Take stock of the damage non native plants do to the environment.  

b) Look up the history and try to find some photos of where you choose to hike. See if you can 

distinguish native plants in old photos and non native plants in current photos.  

c) Take current pictures and create your own record of the current landscape.  

d) Take a group of younger girls on a guided hike and explain the concept of native plants and 

non native plants.  Do some research and explain to them how they can Take Action at their 

age to make a difference.  

 

5) Restoring native plant life is a delicate task. Partner with a local agency such as Park 

Services, BLM, U.S. Forestry Dept., California Conservation Core,  your local garden club 

or horticultural society to learn the following:  

 

a) Learn the proper techniques for weeding and planting native plants. 

b) Put together a proper tool kit for weeding and planting. 

c) Demonstrate the correct way to plant and weed.  

d) Participate in a local clean up, or restoration project, through one of these partners. 

e)  You may want to host your own restoration project or plant a new garden for a deserving 

site. Be sure to have an educational aspect if you choose to host your own so that 

volunteers are taught the proper information and techniques. Be sure to choose native 

California plants that are environmentally friendly and are drought resistant. You may want 

to consider this as a possible Bronze, Silver or Gold Award Take Action Project.  

 

6) Trees and plants perform amazing technological feats like cleaning our air.  

 

a) Find out about all the things that plants and trees do to aid our environment. 

b) Research what man made technologies perform the same functions. 

c) Evaluate the cost of cutting down trees and plants in environments. List Pros and Cons. Can 

you determine if the man made substitutes for what the trees and plants provide the 

environments are feasible for the long term safety of the environment? Are they cost 

effective?  

d) What is Global Warming? How is it caused?  How does it affect the environment?  (if you are 

interested in Global Warming, ask about the patch program specifically addressing this 

issue) 

 

 



7) Research jobs in Environmental Conservation.  

 

a) Where are these jobs located? 

b) What kind of degree do you need? 

c) What would you do day to day? 

d) Are these jobs restricted to working outdoors? 

e) How would you find a job in this field? 

 

Here is a list of local places within our council’s jurisdiction that may be great for assisting you 

in complete this patch program.  

Anza Borrego in the High Desert  

    

Rock View Nature Park in the High Desert  

 



Western Center for Archeology and Paleontology in the Southwest 

 

Santa Rosa Plateau in Southwest  

 

Idyllwild Nature Center in the Southwest 

 



Living Desert in the Low Desert  

 (There is also a specific patch program for the Living Desert) 

 

 

Wildland Conservancy in the Central area  

 

Big Bear Discovery Center in the central area 


